: LOS ANGELES TIMES 
Approved For Release 1999/09/27 NW A2RDP83-00%64R000300070009-4 


J.S. Prisoner in China 
May Be F reed---Mother 


HONG KONG (UPt)— Pnted on the recent trip by 
An American. serving a | another son, William, and 

life term in‘a Chinese pri- | his wife, 

son as a spy may be re- | | 

leased soon, his mother 

said Monday, . 
Mrs. Mary Downey, 70, a 

former school teacher 


~CPYRGHT 


CPYRGHT 


: Bahama ees been informed by the pri- 
erles of visits with her | con authorities 7 his cae 
son, John, 42, in his Pe- was being reviewed to de- 
: _ | termine what their policy 
of leniency might’ be—he 
might be released rather 
than serve out his sen- 
tence. 
"The prison officials told. 
Jack that an important fac- 
tor in deciding to apply le- 
niency was the prisoner's 
‘| behavior while in prison 
artment, “sand that they consider 
‘|, They were captured by | that his behavior had been 
‘The Chinese and sentenced good," she said. 
$8 spies by a military tri- "I am hoping with all my 
punal in 1954. Downey [heart that my prayers for 
a#s sentenced to life in | Jack's release will soon be 
brison and Fecteau was answered,” she said, 
rentenced to 20 years, ” ee 
"| Mrs. Downey, who first 
fisited her son a dozen 
rears ago, was accompa- 
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